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BY WILL CATHCART

urgeons are not famous
S for the their modesty,

yet like so many of the
Lowcountry’s finest, the
members of Surgical
Associates of Charleston are
more than just surgeons.
They are gendemen, first,
who happen to practice sur-
gery and happen to be very
good at doing so. Most of
them are locals who come
from a long line of doctors
and surgeons.

In his living room on
Tradd Street, Dr. Telfair
Parker, now the senior part-
ner of the practice, embodies
this humility. He has just fin-
ished telling the history of
the practice’s founding
fathers, as he calls them.
Many of these men are Dr.
Parker’s contemporaries and
many of the practice’s next
younger generation are sur-
geons whom Dr. Parker has
recruited and helped train.
Yet when it comes to the
“Founding Fathers” still he
leaves himself out, honoring
those who came before him,
and even those who worked

with him. Many of these
men are no longer with us.
Dr. Parker and the next
generation of the practice
realize that not only medicine
but people are also changing.
Even in a place like
Charleston, a handshake and
a reputation don’t mean what
they once did. Yet it is no
surprise that medicine is
changing — that is the story
of Surgical Associates. The
success of so many surgical
pioneers has completely
transformed the practice of
surgery in half of a century.
For that technology and
innovation, we also pay a
price. Modern media is over-
whelming and quality is
often swallowed by quantity.
In that modern overload of
information, the things that
are done right — excellence
can no longer exist in its
familiar state of subtlety.
Today excellence must be
shouted, over the buzz of all
the other nonsense out there.
This is the reason that Dr.
Parker is sitting down for an
interview. They can no
longer take for granted that
the reputation of Surgical
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Associates will speak for itself.
“My father would not be
happy with me,” Dr. Parker
muses. “The were so humble
in those days. They did not
want recognition.” Both his
grandfather and his great-
grandfather served as dean of
the Medical College of South
Carolina. And of his father,
also Dr. Parker, he explains,
“At one time he had more
experience with treating can-
cer of the esophagus than
anybody in this country
because cancer of the esopha-
gus was basically endemic to
the coastal and outer islands
of South Carolina.” This
prevalence of esophagus can-
cer is attributed to the use of
moonshine and tobacco.
Despite his international
recognition, it was humility
that best characterized Dr.
Parker and his fellow sur-
geons. Dr. Telfair Parker tells
a story about his father that
has never been publicly
known. “He would hate me
for telling this,” his smiles
proudly and continues. One
day his father, Dr. Parker, was
making rounds at the med-
ical college, and he heard that

the chief of surgery, a Dr.
Gregory Cradle, had been
put in the hospital during the
night. “He went to visit him
and Dr. Cradle collapsed in
shock right then and there.
Daddy whipped him down
in the operating room. He
had a ruptured abdominal
aortic aneurysm, and my dad
saved his life. It was in the
paper, but it said that the sur-
geon who operated on him
requested that his name
remain anonymous.”

Dr. Telfair Parker contin-
ues this tradition of surgical
excellence. He is an alumnus
member of the Alpha Omega
Alpha Honor Medical
Society and the recipient of
the 1998 Community
Teacher of the Year Award
from the department of fami-
ly medicine act MUSC. Dr.
Parker has served as chief of
staff of St. Francis Hospital
and is president of its execu-
tive committee. He has
served as chief of surgery at
both Roper and St. Francis
hospitals, and he is a member
of numerous professional

societies including the
Charleston County Medical
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Society, the South Carolina
Medical Association, the
Medical Society of South
Carolina, the American
Medical Association, the
South Carolina Surgical
Society, the H. William
Scott, Jr., Society, the
Southern Surgeons Club and
the Southern Surgical
Association.

Dr. Parker has carried
Surgical Associates of
Charleston into the 21st cen-
tury. “Today the practice “is
comprised of the largest
number of subspecialty-
trained surgeons practiced in
the art of abdominal and
intestinal, breast, gallbladder
and liver, oncology, thyroid
and parathyroid, hernia and
advanced laparoscopic surger-
ies.

“Extensive and advanced
surgical and multi-specialty
training allow the current
members of Surgical
Associates of Charleston to

perform a broad range of
operations to benefit patients.
These include intestinal,
endocrine, biliary, oncologi-
cal, breast, hernia and vascu-
lar surgical procedures. These
are performed with conven-
tional and advanced mini-
mally invasive surgical
approaches.”

This article serves as proof
that both the times and med-
icine have changed. Yet the
Surgical Associates of
Charleston do not seek
undue recognition. They
remain humble gendemen
who are proud of their surgi-
cal legacy. Today they contin-
ue to serve the Lowcountry
with steady hands and sound
minds.

This article is part II of a
three-part series.

i gefring more PC every yearf

i
et I e\ : |V
i R A
iy - il o 1 ~ad i ~ il ﬂiﬁ‘g
W A S CINT TAnXN
LRl i, | , Vv W L -~ A -LI .-Lt‘l
! ___.- 'r‘_..'a_.- _ .-l':ll.lf |I Ly
b =1 -
CYAN-AOOO MAGENTA-OAOO BLACK 01/29/08




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


